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Read: Proverbs 8:22-31; Psalm 8; Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15 

   So there is a musical from a few years ago so they made it into a movie. It’s 

called Dear Evan Hansen, maybe you’ve heard of it. The movie wasn’t very good, 

but the musical was excellent, and I first heard about it when someone asked me 

to listen to one of the songs from it called For Forever. And it’s about this kid 

singing what a day with his best friend would be like from the perspective of 

someone who’s never had a best friend. So Evan, the title character in this 

musical, he’s never had a best friend, doesn’t have really anybody in his life, he’s 

kinda an outcast, he feels alone, feels like nobody knows who he truly is. And the 

title of the musical Dear Evan Hansen comes from the fact that his therapist has 

given him an assignment that everyday he has to get up and write a letter to 

himself. Dear Evan Hansen. It’s this positive, encouraging kind of letter. And so on 

the first day of his senior year of high school, Evan goes to school and there’s 

another kid, his name is Connor, and Connor is also kind of an outcast and Evan 

has a not so pleasant encounter with Connor. He pushes him down, takes his 

letters from him. But he feels bad eventually and comes back cause Evan broke 

his arm, and he signs his cast. Later on in the course of the story it happens that 

Connor takes his own life. And as Connor’s parents and sister are of course 

grieving, they find this letter on Connor that seems like he wrote it to Evan. Dear 

Evan Hansen, sincerely me. And so in their grief these parents and his sister reach 

out to Evan saying we didn’t even know. We didn’t know our son, we didn’t know 

he had a friend, we didn’t know that you were close. And at first Evan was like no 

no no, that’s not what was going on. But he see’s how broken hearted they are, 

he sees their in this place of desolation and sadness, so he makes up this 

friendship to try and give Connor’s family some comfort. He tries to let them 

know no actually you know Connor said he really loved you as his mom and dad, 

he really loved you as his sister. And in return Evan finally feels like he’s known. In 

the midst of this lie that he’s created he finally feels loved for the first time. So as 

the story goes on of course this lie has to come to the surface, he has to come 

clean and tell this mom and dad who have loved him, tell this sister who has loved 

him what he’s done. And so it’s the third to last song in the musical it’s called 

Word’s Fail and in it Evan says these words about himself, and this is kind of the 

heart of why I bring this up because I think this is a very common feeling for a lot 



of people in their lives maybe even if they don’t express it. He said this is a sad 

invention, it wasn’t real I know. But we were happy, and I guess I couldn’t let that 

go. I guess I couldn’t give that up because I guess I just wanted to believe. 

Because if I believe then I don’t have to see what’s really there. I don’t have to see 

what’s really there. He goes on, then I’d rather pretend I’m something better than 

these broken parts. Pretend that I’m something more than this mess that I am 

because then I don’t have to look at it and no one has to look at it and no one 

really sees because what if everyone saw? What if everyone knew? Would they 

like what they saw, or would they hate it too? And this is just him looking inside 

going what if they saw? What if they knew me? Would they like it or would they 

hate it too? And it’s that last word, right, too. It’s so powerful because it reveals 

everything, right. It reveals the fact that here’s Even who’s hiding what he thinks 

is his mess, his shame, his broken parts because he hates it. That when it comes 

to who he really is, his secret identity, he really thinks he has to hide it, he’s 

ashamed of it. And this musical, the whole story, it’s so powerful it moves me not 

only because of course we see ourselves in it but also, I see so many people that 

that is exactly how they feel. They don’t share it but that’s how they feel. That 

sense of I have to walk around with this false identity, this fake me, because 

here’s the me that most people believe me to be and then there’s who I really 

am. And it’s something I not only keep secret from people, it’s something I 

actually hate. You know the awful thing for Evan, the awful thing for so many 

people is they don’t even know their truest self. They don’t know the real secret. 

They don’t know their real identity because so many people have lost the story. 

We’ve lost our place in the story of life. We’ve lost the reality of where we come 

from and who we are. But if we would remember that, if we would remember 

where we came from, if we would remember what we are, then everything 

changes. And so today the church is celebrating Trinity Sunday which is this 

central revelation that God is one and a relationship, a trinity – Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit. What the church calls an eternal exchange of love because God is love. 

So He is where we come from, and our declaration of faith is what? It’s that what 

we are is created in God’s image and likeness. And so the question of who are we, 

what is a human being? What is our deepest reality? A human being in someone, 

anyone, everyone created in God’s image and likeness which means that we are 

made to be like God. It means we’re given an intellect, we can think. It means we 

have a will so we can choose, we can create, we’re free but maybe more than 



anything else is that because we’re made in God’s image and likeness we have 

dignity. A dignity that is often forgotten, maybe violated or trampled on, but a 

dignity that can not be taken away from anyone. A dignity that can be demeaned 

but cannot be destroyed because it’s given by God. And I don’t think people often 

live this way which is one of the reasons we’re given Trinity Sunday. I don’t think 

we call this to mind enough that we’re made in God’s image and likeness. So 

often we’re stuck not liking, or even sometimes hating what we think is our 

deepest identity. Maybe our brokenness, our sinfulness because we’ve forgotten 

or have been mislead about what our deepest identity really is. So our deepest 

identity is not something done to us. Our deepest identity is not what we tell 

ourselves it is. Our deepest identity we do not define for ourselves. Our deepest 

identity is revealed to us by God. He gets to tell us because He created us. We’re 

made in His image and likeness. And so if what we say or think about ourselves, if 

what we say or think about others is not in line with who God says we are, is not 

in line with what’s been revealed to us through His church about who we are and 

all that implies, then we have to dismiss that. Those thoughts and assumptions as 

untrue because God tells us the truth about ourselves. You know I think my buddy 

C. S. Lewis he says it really well because he makes this connection. He said it like 

this, he said if we are actually surrounded by people who have been made in 

God’s image and likeness then we are, his words, then we live in a society of 

possible gods and goddesses then. He goes on, he says remember that the dullest 

most uninteresting person you can talk to may one day be a creature who if you 

saw it now you’d be strongly tempted to worship or else a horror and corruption 

such as you only meet in nightmares. He’s talking about our eternal destination 

where we’ll wind up one day in eternity. He says all day long we are in some 

degree or another helping each other to one or other of these possibilities, these 

destinations. And it’s in light of these overwhelming possibilities, it is with the 

awe proper to them, that we should conduct all our dealings with other people. 

And he goes on, I love this, he says there are no ordinary people. You have never 

talked to a mere mortal. Nations and cultures, arts and civilizations, they are all 

mortal, and they will pass away but it is with immortals that we joke. It is with 

immortals that we work with. It is an immortal person that you marry or that you 

snub or that you exploit or that we pass by and don’t treat as if they’re someone 

made in God’s image and likeness. So that’s how C. S. Lewis talked about it. I think 

what he’s saying in essence is that you and I don’t need to know a person or the 



details of their life to know that they’re worth loving. You don’t have to know 

them to know they’re worth loving but at the same time I might need to know the 

details of their life to actually love them. To know how I should love them, to 

know what they need. Because no one can generically love people, we love real 

people who stand in front of us with all their flaws and sins and misconceptions 

and brokenness just like people love us with all of our flaws and sins and 

misconceptions and brokenness. And that’s why we have to start and keep going 

back to God, the Trinity, because so often we get it wrong. We get it wrong how 

we think we should love people, how to actually love them because so much of 

our own fallenness is mixed in with how we love others. And so we need God to 

keep purifying our love, to keep purifying our ideas of how to love, and receive 

our own dignity and value from Him. Okay so this is the last thing real quick, Evan 

Hansen again, the guy from the musical, hated what he thought was his deepest 

identity. The idea of if they knew who I truly was. But what if he knew the deepest 

truth? What if you knew the deepest truth? That there is a you before any of your 

choices. That beneath and more profound than any of the brokenness that you 

and I might find in each other, there’s something more true than the brokenness. 

There’s something more true than the mess and it’s this truth that you are 

someone who has been made in the very image and likeness of God. Which 

means you can create, and you can choose, and you can think – but what is God’s 

deepest identity? What is the innermost secret identity of God? It’s that He is 

love. If God is love and you’ve been made in His image and likeness then what’s 

your secret identity? Your secret identity, the very core of yourself, is someone 

who is made for love. Your deepest core, your secret identity, is someone who is 

made to love. So why would we hide that? Why would we hide from that? Our 

only response is to just to say okay God I’m gonna let You love me. So let Him love 

you and be what you are – someone made in God’s image and likeness. And be 

who you are – someone made through baptism into a beloved son or a beloved 

daughter of the Father. Someone given dignity by God. A dignity that at times 

might be forgotten, at times maybe violated or trampled on but a dignity that 

cannot be taken away from you because you belong to a God, a Trinity – Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit, who will never stop loving you and who will never stop 

calling you His own.  

Amen 


